


Getting Started

Boot the Computer and put the disk in the drive. Make sure the disk can be 
found upon boot-up and that booting from CD/DVD is enabled in the BIOS. If you 
are not sure how to do this please consult your computers manual or a PC-
Consultant.

Boot Screen

The first screen has the following options:
� Boot from Harddisk
� Installation
� Repair installed System
� Rescue System
� Firmware Test
� Memory Test
use the up and down Keys to move the highlighted bar to [Installation] and 
press [Enter].

Kernel Loading

Please wait for the first Part of the Operating System to Load. If your CD/DVD-
drive is not very fast or you booted via USB this can take a while.

Language

Please choose the Language for this Server. For the purpose of this walk-through 
document we assume you choose [English]. If your Server has a Mouse attached 
you can use it for the next few screens, we are however not planing to gv o
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License Agreement

When satisfied with the License press [Alt] & Y to select “Yes, I agree to the 
License agreement.”

You have to accept the license agreement to continue with the installation.

When done you can press [Alt] & N to pick the [Next] button.

System Probing

OpenSuSE is now checking your hardware configuration, this can take a few 
minutes on a slower server, but usually should not take more than 2-3 minutes.

Installation Mode

Select Mode
(*) New Installation
(  ) Update 
(  ) Other Options
[  ] Add Online Repositiories Before Installation
[  ] Include Add-On Products from Separate Media
New Installation is what we need anyway so you can just hit [Alt] & N to pick 
the [Next] button.

Initializing

System loads Data from your installation Source in to a RAM drive for the further 
progress of the installation.

Clock and Timezone

Pick your Region and Timezone. 

Hardware clock should be set to [Local Time].

Make sure the time that is displayed in the lower right hand 
corner is correct, otherwise fix it. This is an important step, if you 
skip it OS updates may fail and the automatic time synchronization 
will not engage!

When done you can press [Alt] & N to pick the [Next] button.

Desktop Selection

Since this is going to be a ViciDial™ Server, it is not necessary to have a 
Graphical User Interface (GUI), it would actually decrease the performance of the 
system to run one at the same time.





b) Systems with two identical Hard-drives in a Software RAID 1. 

This Solution is less desirable but it works. Typical scenarios to use this 
setup is for machines that can not take a hardware cache controller. With 
this option you have to create on each of the drives identical partitions and 
then tell Linux to mirror the data between them.

Press [Alt] & C and then [Alt] & P go into the “Partitioning” section. Then 
select “Create Custom Partition Setup” by pressing [Alt] & C and press [Alt] & 
N to pick the [Next] button. On the next screen press [Alt] & C to select 
“Custom Partitioning (for experts)” and press [Alt] & N to pick the [Next] 
button. This is the screen where we will be configuring the hard drives.

Two things to note before hand. A physical hard drive is named something like 
“/dev/hda” or “/dev/sda”. A partition is named something like “/dev/hda1” or 
“/dev/sda4”. If the physical hard drive node name starts with a “/dev/hd” you 
have an IDE hard drives of which basically all are consumer grade, and you 
should consider upgrading your Hard-Drives. Seeing a “/dev/sd” however does 
not guarantee that the drive is enterprise grade.

The first step for a fresh setup is to delete any existing partitions. But beware:

Please note that 
all data on the drives 

will be lost. 
If this is not what you want and you are following this Guide 
please contact a professional to take responsibility before continu­
ing here!

To continue with any of two options, select the partition using the up and down 
keys and press [Alt] & D to pick the [Delete] button. A small window will pop 
up asking you to confirm the deletion of the partition. Press [Alt] & Y to pick the 
[Yes] button. Do this for all existing partitions.

You are going to want create at least three partitions. A swap partition which 
Linux uses as Virtual Memory, a “/” partition which is the root of the file system, 
and a “/var” partition which is where Linux stores the log files and other files that 
change frequently. The “/var” partition is also where the recordings will be stored 
before being archived. 

The swap partition should be twice the size as the amount of RAM 
you have in the system or at least 2GB. 

If using option “a)” for your partitioning to create a partition do the following:



Hardware RAID / Single Drive Setup

1. Press [Alt] & C to pick the [Create] button.  Press [Alt] & P to select 
“Primary” then press [Alt] & O to pick the [
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9. Press [Alt] & I to pick the [Raid] drop down. Then press the down key 
to select “Create RAID” and hit enter.

10. Press [Alt] & 1 to pick the “RAID 1 (mirroring)” then press [Alt] & N 
to pick the [Next] button.

11. Use the up and down keys to select the first partition you want to add 
to the Software Raid Partition. Once selected press the [Alt] & D key to 
add the partition. Now use the up and down keys to select the second 
partition you want to add to the Software Raid Partition. Once selected 
press the [Alt] & D key to add the partition.

12. Now press [Alt] & N to pick the [Next] button.

13. Use the tab key to select the file system drop down box. Press the 
space bar and then use the up and down keys to select the file system type. 
We highly suggest using “reiserfs”. When creating the swap partition select 
“swap”.

14. Tab to the “Mount Point” drop down box. This is where you select the 
place in the file system to mount the partition. When creating the swap 
partition select the word “swap”.

15. Now press [Alt] & F to pick the [Finish] button.

Once you have the partitioning properly setup press the [Alt] & A to pick the 
[Accept] button.
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